For immediate release on May 18, 2026

State Provides $1 Million in Funding for Delaware County Remediation Projects

The Delaware County Land Bank has learned that two projects it sponsored, plus another two located in the county, have earned a total of $1 million in site-remediation funding from the Ohio Department of Development.

The grant awards include:
1. $754,845 for Ohio Wesleyan University’s Main Library Renovation: This application, managed by the Delaware County Land Bank, is part of site preparation for a full-scale renovation of the private university’s Main Library, which will be renamed the John F. Milligan Library. When completed, the facility, originally opened in 1966, will be reborn as a mixed-use academic, arts and community hub.
1. $25,000 to fund a site assessment of the Delaware County Fairgrounds: This application, also managed by the Delaware County Land Bank, is part of ongoing improvements to the historic, 149-acre site. 
1. $25,155 for a site assessment of a former gas station and garage on State Route 42 in the village of Ashley. The application was submitted by a private developer. 
1. $195,000 for the City of Delaware’s Project Gateway, which is redeveloping prime real estate in the heart of the city’s downtown business district. The grant will fund a site assessment and develop a remedial action plan for parcels that include a soon-to-close gas station on East William Street, as well as public parking lots owned by the city.  

The state’s grant program began in 2021. To date, it has now awarded local governments, nonprofit organizations and private developers in Delaware County nearly $3.9 million in funding for eight site-remediation projects and 12 demolition projects. 

The Delaware County Land Bank — or Land Reutilization Corporation, as it is legally known — is a public entity guided by appointed representatives from the County Commissioners’ Office, the County Treasurer’s Office, the City of Delaware and Orange Township, though all jurisdictions in the county are eligible to apply for the state funds. 

“The Ohio Department of Development program has become an integral part of the work we do at the Land Bank,” said County Commissioner Jeff Benton, who chairs the group. “We are focused on returning properties to productive use. The support that is provided by the state is critical for our success, and we thank them for their vision.”

